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The  HAPPY  WATERMAN. 

A  Gentleman  and  taáy  on  tlie 

A  banks  ot  the  riverThames.ípted  a  fmali 
fí^toatwrth  a  neady  dreffed  waterman 
rov'ine  towards  thenr .  on  hts  P 

or  'ch  íhev  readon  the  ftern  of  hts  boat, 

thefé  Words,  The  HaíJV  VfAT*****- 
Without  tahing  «ny  nottce  of  t,  h  y 

termmedtoenter  tnto  coBverfattonw.tli  htnt, 
and  inquirjng  into  his  fituation  m  ■  > 

found  that  he  had  a  wtfe  and  five  Cbi  tlren, 
and  fupported  alfo  an  old  father  and  mo- 
ther-in  law  by  hts  own  'abQur-  -  J  h^. 
tleman  and  ladv  were  upou  this  ft  l  more 
furprifed  at  the  titlehe  hadgtven hLmíelt, 

and  fatd,  “  my  friend,  I  t  ^  the  hap- 

tion  how  is  it  tbat  you  call  youríclt  tne  nap 

w  yomrfafi’fartion,”  anfwered  the ^young 
rmn  ií  vou  wiii  give  me  leave  ;  and  they 
deiírmghím  to proleed,  Ue fPoke as follows 
“  i  havl  obferved  tha.  our  gr«ueft  bl  ffmgs 
in  lifcnreof.cn  looked  upon  as  U. -B 
diflreffes,  atid  are  m  faft  made  f  fa,her 
means  of  imprudent  condufi.  h-y ' 
andmother  dted  a  few  years  ago,  and  le 
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*a  large  íamily,  tny  fathe'r  was  a  waterman, 
and  1  vvas  his  aífiftant  in  the  managementof 
aferry-bojt,  by  which  .he  fupported  his  fa- 
mily  ;  on  his  death,  it  was  neceíTafy  (in  or- 
der  to  pay  his  juít  debtsl  to  feil  our  boat ! 

1  parted  from  it — even  witli  tears — but  the 
dihrefs  that  l  felt  fpurred  me  on  to  induftry, 
for  I  faid,  l  will  ufeevery  kind  of  dtligence 
to  purchaie  my  boat  back  again,  I  went  to 
the  perfon  who  had  bought  it,  and  told  him 
my  deíign  ;  he  hadgiven  fi vtguineas  for  it, 
but  told  me,  as  I  was  once  the  owner,  that 
1  fhould  have  it  whenever  l  could  raife  five 
pounds .  “  Shall  the  boat  be  mine  again  ?” 

faid  1  ;  my  heart  bounded  at  the  thought ! 

“  I  was  at  this  time  married  to  a  good 
young  woman,  and  we  fived  in  a  neighbour- 
íng' cottage  ;  íhe  was  young>  heaithy,  arul 
induílrious,  and  fo  was  I,  and  we  loved 
one  another^-—  VVhat  .might  we  not  under- 
tak<j>  ?  My  f.ither  ufed  to  fay  to  me,  Al, 
wáys  do  what  is  right ;  íabour  diligently 
i  and  fpend  your  money  earefully  ;  and  Gqd 
wt  1  hlefs  your  fiore.  We  treafured  up 
thefe  rules,  and  determined  to  try  the  truth 
of  them.  My  wife  had  long  chiefly  jTup*- 
ported  two  aged  parents ;  1  loved  the.m  as 
my  own — and  the  defire  of  contributing  to 
their  fupport,  was  an  additional  fpur  tDmy 
endeavours  to  re-purchafe  the  boát,  I  err- 
tered  myfelf  as  a  day  Íabourerr'in-the  gaf* 
den  of  our  íquire  :  and  my  wife  was 
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occaíionalIy  to  peiform  fome  fei  v  icesat  the 
houfe,  nd  cmployed  herfelf  in  needle  vvork, 
fpinning  or  knitnng  at  hoine;  not  a  moment 
in  the  day  v/as  fufTered  to  pafs  unemploved 
— wc  fpared  for  ourfelves  and  íurnifhed  all 
the  comíorts  we  could  to  the  poor  about  us 
— nnd  every  week  we  dropped  a  little  over- 
pius  into  a  fairing  box— to  buy  the  Boat. 
If  any  accident  or  charity  brouglip  us  an 
afditional  Ihiiiing,  we  did  not  eniarge  our 
expence,  but  kept  it  for  tbe  Boat  !  I  he 
more  care  we  took,  tbe  more  comfortable 
we  lelt,  for  we  were  the  nearer  the  poífeíii* 
on  of  our  little  Boat.  Our  labour  was 
lightened,  by  our  looking  forward  to  the 
attainment  of  our  wifhes.  Our  family  in* 
deed  increafed,  but  with  it  our  triends  in* 
creafed  a!fo,for  the  cleanlinefs  and  frugality 
which  furnifhed  our  cottage,  and  the  con- 
tent  and  chearfulnefs  that  appeared  in  it, 
drew  the  notice  of  our  rich  neighbours  ;  of 
my  maher  and  miflrefs  parttcu!arly,  whofe 
rule  was  to  aíftfl  the  induflrious,  but  not  to 
cncourage  the  idle.  They  did  not  approve 
ofgiving  money  to  the  poor ;  but  in  cold 
win  ers,  or  dead  times,  alíowed  us  to  buy 
things  at  a  cheaper  rate :  this  was  mor;ey  to 
ns,  for  when  we  counted  our  litíle  caíli  for 
the*Weeks  marketing,  all  that  was  faved  to 
us  by  our  tickets  to  purchafe  thing.*  at  re- 
duced  prices,  went  into  our  “  little  box.” 
If  mychildren  got  a  penny  at  fchool  for  a 
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reward  to  buy  gingerbread,  they  brought  it 
home,  they  faid,  to  help  to  buy  the  Boat 
t— fur  they  v/ou!d  have  no  gingerbread-  tili  | 
daddy  had  got  his  boat  again  !  Thus  from 
time  to  time  our  little  ílore  infenfib!y  in- 
creaíi-d,  tili  one  pound  only  was  wanting  of  y 
the  hve,  when  the  foilowing  aecident  hap- 
peoed.  Comin^home  one  evening  from  my 
wui  k,  l  faw  in  my  road  a  fmall  pocket  ; 

book  :  on  opening  it,  I  found  a  bank  no-úe  * 

of  ten  pounds,  which  p!ainly  enough  be-  | 

Jonged  to  my  mafter,tor  his  name  wa^upon  / 
it,  and  I  hael  alfo  feen  him  paffíng  that  \vay  | 
in  the  evening:  it  being  too  late  however 
to  return  to  the  houfe,  í  vvent-on  my  way. 
Whcn  1  told  mv  íannly  of  the  accident,  the 
little  ones  were  throvvn  into  a  tranfport  of  * 
joy.  Mv  dears,  faid  I,  what  is  the  matter  ] 
“  Oh  daddy,  the  boat  !  the  boat  !  vve 
may  now  h  ive  two  or  three  boats  f’  I  check- 
ed  them  bt  my  iooks,  and  afked  them  if 
they  iccofeéltd  vvhofe  tnoney  that  vvas  ? 
they  iaid,  “y*»urs,  as  you  found  it.”  I  re- 
mindcdthcm  that  i  was  not  the  real  owner, 
an.i  bid  tiiem  think  how  they  would  all 
iecl,  íuppofing  a  ílrangtr  was  to  take  our 
box  of  money.  if  I  (hou!d  happen  to  drop 
it  on  the  uay  i  went  to  buv  back  the 
boai  his  tihought  had  the  effeiít  on  theif 
young  minds  that  1  defired  :  they  were  fi- 
lctn  an  i  oaie  with  the  rcprefentation  of 
^fuch  a  difaíter  !  and  I  begged  ií  might  be  a 
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lefíbn  to  them  never  to^  forget  the  goídea 
rule  of  “  doing  as  they  would  wifh  others 
to  do  to  them  ;  for  bv  attention  to  this 
certain  guide,  no  one  would  ever  do  wrong 
to  another.  I  alfo  took  the  opportunity, 
to  explain  to  them  that  the  poííeífion  oí  the 
boat  by  difhoneft  means  would  never  an- 
fwer,  fince  we  could'not  exped  the  bleífing 
of  God  upon  bad  deeds. 

T,o  c;o  on  with  my  ilory — the  next  mornr 
ing  i  pur  the  pocket  book  into  my  bofom, 
and  went  to  my  work,  intending  as  foon 
as  the  family  rofe  to  give  it  to  my  maíler, 
butwhat  were  my  feeíings,  when,  on  fearch- 
ing  in  my  bofom/  it  was  no  where  to  be 
iour.d !  I  liaííed  back,  along  the  road  I 
eame,  looking  diligently  a!l  the  way,  but, 
m  vain  i  tliere  were  no  traces  oí  any  fuch 
thing — 1  would  not  relurn  into  my  cot- 
tage  becaufe  I  wifned  to  fave  my  fami!y  the 
piin  1  íe  1 1 .  and  in  the  hopeoí  ílid  recovering 
t’ie  book,  í  went  to  my  work,  foliowing  ano- 
ther  path  which  I  aifo  tecolietftcd  í  ítad  gone 
by  ;  on  my  return  to  thegardeu  gate,  1  was 
«ccotled  by  the  gardincr,  who,  in  a  threaten- 
ing  tone  told  me,  I  was  fuípeótcd  ;  thatour 
mafter  had  ioft  a  pv>ckn  book,  dcfcribing 
what  1  had  found,  and  that  1  bctng  the  on!y 
rriau  abíent  írom  the  ga.dcn  at  the  tiout  of 
w o i  k ,  the  tefi  of  tíic  tncn  alio  denyingthat 
tbe\  had  any  fuchahtng.there  was  evcry  rea- 
fon"  to  conclud.e  that  1  mull  have  got  it.  Be- 
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fure  l  could  anfwer,  my  diftreífed  counte1*, 
nance  confirmed  the  fufpicion  !  and  another 
fervam  coming  up,  faid  1  was  detefted,  for 
that  a  perfon  had  been  fent  to  m>  houfe, 
and  that  my  wife  and  familv  had  owned  it 
aiJ,  and  liad  defcribed  the  pocket-book.  I 
told  íhem  the  real  faét,  but  it  íeemed  toevery 
one  unlikely  to  be  true ;  every  circumftance 
was  againft  me,  and  (my  heart  trembles  to 
look  back  upon  it)  I  was  arrefted,  and  hur- 
ried  away  to  p>rifon  !  I  proteftéd  my  inno- 
cence,  but  I  did  not  wonder  that  I  gained 
no  credit !  Great  grief  now  opprelfed  my 
heart !  my  poor  wife,  my  dear  children,  and 
my  grey  headed  parents,  were  all  at  once 
plunged  into  want  and  mifery,  inftead  ot  tlie 
eaíe  and  happinefs  which  we  were  expedhng; 

%  for  we  w  erc  juft{ari  iving  at  the  height  of  our 
earthiy  wiíhes !  I  had,  however,  one  con- 
folatton  lett,  that  1  knew  / was  ínnocent ,  and 
1  trufted  that  by  “  perfevering  m  honeftv,5* 
all  might  come  right  at  laft  !  í\ly  reíolutíon 
was,  as  i  had  certainl>  been  the  caufe,  tho’ 
wi.Lio  t  any  deíign,  of  thé  fecond  lofs  of 
the  propcrty,  that  I  would  ofter  ^alas  l) 
the  w'huleot  our  little  fttwer  to  make  it  good 
as  tar  as  m  my  power ;  'ahá  í  fent  for  my 
wiíe  :o  5IV  -  hei  this  tad  commiflion,  but  fhe 
intormed  me  that  even  this  lacrifice  couid 
be  ot  no  avail,  tot ,  íaid  ftie,  my  mafter  has 
been  at  our  coitage,  wtien  í  toid  him  treely 
how  you  had  found  the  note,  but  uniortu- 

nately 
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nately  had  lofl:  it  again ;  and  I  addtd,  that 
I  was  íure  both  í  and  my  huíband  would 
make  the  befl  return  in  our  power,  after 
which  I  produced  our  little  fairing  box, 
and  begged  him  toaccept  thecontents,  which 
had  been  fo  long  raifmg,  as  all  we  had  to 
offer :  But,  Sir,  faid  the  Waterman,  conceive 
my  agony,  vvhen  íhe  addéd,  that  my  mafler 
angrijy  refufed,  faying  that  our  being  in 
polfeflion  of  all  that  money  was  of  itfelf  the 
cleareft  proof  of  my  guilt ;  for  it  was’im- 
poflible,  with  my  large  family,ánd  nogreater 
opportunities  than  my  neighbours,  that  I 
could  come  honeflly  by  fuch  a  fum ;  there- 
fore  he  was  determined  to  keep  me  in  gaol 
till  I  íhould  pay  the  whole.  My  unhap- 
pinefs  wasvery  great ;  bowever  mv  mind  by 
degrees,  began  to  be  more  eafy,  for  T  grew^ 
confident  thatl  íhould  not  truft  in  God  and 
my  own  innocence  in  vain  and  'o  it  hap- 
pened;  one  of  my  fellow-  labourers  provcd 
to  be  the  perfon  who  had  picked  up  thé 
note  after  1  had  dropf  it,  havmg  come  a  tew 
minutes  after  me  alongthe  fame.road  to  his 
Work,  and  hearing  that  the  fufp^cjon  had 
fallen  altogether  on  me,  ht  wa>  temptcd  to 
turn  the  acciuent  to  his  ovvn  advantage, 
and  Conceal  the  property  ;  which  h  ving 
kept  in  hisown  box  for  a  few  weeks,  ’iiil  he 
thought  no  fufptcion  would  reft  uporuhim, 
he  went  and  offered  the  note  íor  change, 


and 
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and  being  then  fufpedled/  my  maííer  had 
himtakenup,  and  1  was  releafed. 

This  fecond  changerfrom  fo  much  mifery 
to  liappinefs  was  aimoíl  too  mucb  for  us  ; 
My  mafter  fent  for  me,  with  many  ex- 
preffions  of  concern  for  what  had  pafted, 
made  me  give  him  an  account  of  the  means 
by  which  1  had  colleded  ihe  little  fund,  that 
fixed  his  fufpicions  fo  ftrongly"  upon  me!  I 
accordingl/'  related  the  hillory  of  it  as  I 
have  now  done  ;  and  when  I  came  to  that 
part  where  I  checked  my  children  fo'r  their 
inconíiderate  joy,  on  their  finding  the  note, 
he  rofe,  with  much  kindnefs  in  his  Íooks,. 
and  putting  the  bank  bill  into  my  hand,  he 
faid,  “  Take  it !— the  bánk  note  íhálí  be 
theirs.  It  is  the  be^  and  only  return  1  can 
make  you,  as  welhas  a  juftreward  of  your 
honefty  :  and  it  will  be  a  fubftantial  proof 
to  your  children  of  the  goodnefs  of  your 
inftruóiions,  for  they  will  thtts  early  fee,  and 
fee'Hhe  benefit  of  honefty  and  vtrtue  !” 

This  kind  and  worthy  gentleman  inter- 
efted  himfelf  much  in  the  purchafe  of  my 
boat,  which,  in  lefs  than  a  week  I  was 
in  full  poífeffion  of.  The  remainder  of 
my  máfter’s  bounty,  and  the  aaditionál 
advantage  of  the  ferry,  has  placed  me  in 
comfortable  circumítances,  whíclv  I  hum- 
bly  truft  God  will  continue  to  us  as  long 
as  we  continue  our  iabour  and  honeft  dili - 
gence;  and  I  can  fay  from  my  long  expe- 
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rience  that  the  fruit  of  o,ur  own  induflry  is 
always  fweeteíi.  I  have  now  aifo  thé  p’éa* 
furé-of  beingable  tó  help  othérs,  for  when  - 
a  rich.pafléírger  takes  the  ferrv,  as  tí\y  ftory 
is  vvell  known  ín  the  neighbourhQOcl,  hé 
often  giv'es  me  more  than  my  fare,  which 
enabies  me  to  iet;  the  nexl  poor  perfon  go 
over  for  half  price. 

The  lady  and  gentlethan  were  extremély 
pleafed i  with  the  waterrrián’s  fiory,  and  wil- 
Iingly  joined  in  caliinghim  the  H  a  ppy  W.a- 
terman.  'l  héy  paÍUíd  oveir  in  his  ferry* 
boat  íor  the  fake  of  makfng  him  an  harid- 
íbme  prefent.  And  from  .this  tlrhe,  becom-' 
ing  acquainted  with  his  family,  they  did 
them  every  iervice  in  their  powér,  grving 
books  and  íchooling  tctf’hei  •"  lh  le  qnés,  and 
évéry  comforf  to  the  olpíather  aúd  mother- 
in  law  as  long  as’they  furvived.  They  were 
very  deíirous  of  knovving  what  became  of 
the  unforumate  fellow  labourer,  who  had 
fo  d read í uli y  go ne  aíide  frojji  the  principles 
of  honefly,  and  they  iearnt  that  he  was,  af- 
ter  a  íhort  impriionment,  fet  at  libcrty  by 
his  mafter,  at  the  earncit  en-trcaty  of  the  ho^ 
neíi  Waterman,  as  befaid  !t  Was  partiy  thro* 
his  careieflnefs  m  ioofiag  the  note,  that  the 
temptation  had  ialien  tn  liis  fellow  labour- 
er§  way  ;  he  had  moreover  a  very  large  fa*' 
mily,  his  mafier  alíowas  fo  good  as  to  con" 
fider  that  he  wasa  manVwho  had  not  béen 
blefled  with  .a  good  education  iu  his  youtb. 
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,fo  that  hávin*g‘iúiíé  fíiár  '(Jf " God  ‘befjré  his 
eves,  and  having  a  gieat  temptation  iii  his 
v  way ,  he  had  hegn  the  more  eafilj  jed  to 
-cotnmit  this  very  wicked  aéliori,  by  which 
he  wouíd  havé  enrichedjíimfelf  at  the  éx», 
pence  of  an  innoeent  rnan.  I  have  a  great 
pleafure  in  addihg,  thár  the  thought  ot  vvhat 
he  had  done,  togcther  with  the  ge!.erofity  of 
*  the  waterman,  h  d  ío  ft jjpng  an  eífédt  upon 
this  poor  feliovv,  that  l  e  aft-.rvvárds  bad  it 
written  up  ou  his  cottagc  door.  i)t>  Ás  you 
would  Be  done  unto.  <\nd  hé  hath 
refoived  to  follow  this  rulchtmfelf  infuture/” 
and  alfo  taught  it  to  ali  his-chtidren  :  wideed 
it  became  a  rule  vvéli  hnownover  thc  whole 
pariíh,  for  every  httle  chiid  having  bten 
informed  of.this  (lorj,  was  toid  that  he 
ought  to  confider  betore  he  did  an>  aétion, 
whether  he  vvould  like  his  brother,  or  fifiet^ 
or  fehooifellow  tó  do  the  fame  to  httnj 
and  if  not  that  the  aéfion  was  wrong,  and 
not  to  be  done,  let  the  profit  be  ever  fo 
great.  Surely  then,  thoíe  who  have  lived 
long,  and  feen  much  of  iife,  and  háve  had 
much  ’  religious  inftruéfton  aifo,  Jhould  ne- 
•ver  depart  from  this  fimple  but  certain  rule. 
And  it  is  thevfame  tdall  ranks — it  requires 
neither  leaming  or  abilittes  to  *f  do  as  you 
would  bedoné  unto,”  nor  can  any  ftation 
however  greát,  no  nor  any  circumítances, 
however  trying,  excufe  men  from  giving 
théir  codftant  attention  to  it. 

F  I  N  l  S. 
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The  Two  Wealthy  Farmers  ift  Part  Prict  id 
Dit’o  2d  Part  -  -  ,  -  -  •  i 

Ditto,  3d  Part,  and  a  New  Song  on  an  old  Story  i 

Ditto,  4th  Part,  and  a  Poctical  Talc  -  I 
Dittoi  5th  Part  -  i 

Ditto,  6th  Part  -  -  1 

Ditto,  7th  Part  -  *  ,  * 

Two  Shoe  makers,  ift  Part  -  -*  i 

Ditto,  2d  Part  -  -  -  -  *  1 

Ditto,  3d  Part  -  -  -  -  * 

Ditto,  4th  Part,  and  Turn  the  Carpet  i 

Dialogue  between  J.  Stcck  and  W.  Simpfon  i 

Shephcrd  of  Saliiburv  Plain,  ift  Part  -  £ 

Ditto,  2d  Part  -  ...  i 

Hiftory  ofTom  Whíte  the  Poftilion,  ift  Part  i 
Ditto,  2d  Part  -  .  I 

H,iftory  oí  Mary  Wood  the  Houfe-,maid  i 

Hiih  ry  oí  Charles  Jones  the  Foot  man  *  I 

Besíarlv  Boy  -  -  -  I 

Good  Mothers  Legacy  ...  -  i 

Hiiioiv  or  John  Doylc  ■  -  -  I 

Two  Soidiers  -  "  ‘  ~  ”  * 

Life  of  WiHÍarn  Baker  -  -  -  i 

ThcG  unefter,  and  the  Story  of  finful  Sally,  i 
The  Pilgrims,  an  Allegory  -  -  .  t 

Par!ey  the  Poiter,  an  Allegory  -  I 

Path  to  Richfs  and  Happincís^  -  r 

New  Thoughts  for  the  Ncw  Ycar  -  1 


The  SiV'p  wreck,  and  F.xecution  of  Wild  Robert 
Thc  Wife  Refonned  -  -T 

The  General  Refurreflion 
.The  Two'  Sifteis 

T  he  há.ppy  Waterman  ^ 

Huib,indry  Moralized  v  -  -  /í" 

The  Carpentcr  -  I  - 

■n;i  tTpc  MonilorN%iAÍ^ 

The  Dram  Shop  ... 
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